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TAX BILL 


SPORTS, Cl 


SEC SHOWDOWN 


First conference championship game in Mercedes-Benz 
Stadium pits Georgia in rematch with Auburn at 4 p.m. 


GOP nears Senate OK of $1.4T tax bill 


Flurry of moves tied to 
incentives, deductions 
sway holdouts. 


By Alan Fram, Marcy Gordon 
and Stephen Ohlemacher 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Republicans 
used a burst of eleventh-hour 
horse-trading Friday to edge a 
$1.4 trillion tax bill to the brink of 
Senate passage, as a party starved 
all year for a major legislative tri- 


umph tooka giant step toward giv- 
ing President Donald Trump one 
of his top priorities by Christmas. 

“We have the votes,” Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McCon- 
nell, R-Ky., declared after lead- 
ers swayed holdout senators by 
agreeing to fatten tax breaks 
for millions of businesses and 
let people deduct local prop- 
erty taxes. 

Party leaders hoped for Sen- 
ate approval later Friday on a 


measure that focuses the bulk of 


its tax reductions on businesses 


and higher-earning individuals, 
gives more modest breaks to oth- 
ers and would be the boldest 
rewrite of the nation’s tax sys- 
tem since 1986. 

Republicans touted the pack- 
age as one that would benefit peo- 
ple of all incomes and ignite the 
economy. Even an official projec- 
tion of a $1 trillion, 10-year flood 
of deeper budget deficits couldn’t 
dissuade nearly all GOP senators 
from rallying behind the bill. 

“Obviously I’m kind of a dino- 
saur on the fiscal issues,” said 


Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., the 
only announced GOP opponent, 
who battled to keep the measure 
from worsening the government’s 
accumulated $20 trillion in IOUs. 

The Republican-led House 
approved a similar bill last month 
in what has been a stunningly swift 
trip through Congress for legis- 
lation that impacts the breadth 
of American society and is hun- 
dreds of pages long. 

After spending the year’s first 
nine months futilely trying to 
repeal President Barack Obama’s 


health care law, GOP leaders were 
determined to move the measure 
rapidly before opposition Demo- 
crats and lobbying groups could 
blow it up. 

The party views passage as cru- 
cial to retaining its House and 
Senate majorities in next year’s 
elections. 

Democrats derided the bill as a 
GOP gift to its wealthy and busi- 
ness backers at the expense of 
lower-earning people. 


Tax bill continued on A4 


RUSSIA INVESTIGATION 


Michael Flynn, former national security adviser to President Donald Trump, pleaded guilty to lying to the 
FBI about reaching out to the Russians on Trump’s behalf. CHIP SOMODEVILLA/ GETTY IMAGES 


Flynn pleads guilty, 


cooperates in pro e 


Kushner allegedly 
directed adviser in 
contacts with Russians. 


By Eric Tucker and Chad Day 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Michael Flynn, 
the retired general who cam- 
paigned at Donald Trump’s 
side and then served as his first 
national security adviser, pleaded 
guilty Friday to lying to the FBI 
about reaching out to the Rus- 
sians on Trump’s behalf and said 
members of the president’s inner 
circle were intimately involved 
with — and at times directing — 
his contacts. 

Court papers didn’t name the 
senior officials, but The Associ- 
ated Press has confirmed that 
they were Trump’s son-in-law 
and senior White House adviser 
Jared Kushner and former Dep- 
uty National Security Adviser KT 
McFarland, who is now up for an 
ambassadorship. 

Flynn’s plea could be a crucial 
development in the wide-rang- 
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Members of the media and demonstrators gather around the car 
carrying Michael Flynn as he leaves after his plea hearing Friday in 
Washington, D.C. ASTRID RIECKEN / GETTY IMAGES 


ing criminal investigation into 
possible coordination between 
the Trump campaign and Russia 
to influence the 2016 U.S. presi- 
dential election in Trump’s favor 
because it means Flynn is now 
required to cooperate with fed- 
eral investigators. 
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His plea to a single felony count 
of false statements made him the 
first official of the Trump White 
House to admit guilt so far in the 
criminal investigation by special 
counsel Robert Mueller. 


Flynn continued on A5 


ATLANTA MAYORAL RACE 


Campaign heats 
up in home stretch 


Poll shows Norwood 
ahead; Bottoms plans 
to take back lead. 


By Stephen Deere 
sdeere@ajc.com 
and J. Scott Trubey 
strubey@ajc.com 


Last minute accusations. Incen- 
diary ads. Threats of legal action. 

The mayoral campaigns of city 
council members Keisha Lance 
Bottoms and Mary Norwood took 
a vitriolic turn as they entered 
their final weekend before Tues- 
day’s runoff election. 

A new poll released late Fri- 
day seems to indicate that Nor- 
wood had successfully lever- 
aged the endorsements of for- 
mer Mayor Shirley Franklin and 
mayoral candidate rival Cathy 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE 


MORE IN METRO 

The mayoral candidates 
explain how they would 
improve education for the 
city’s youth. Article, B1 


Woolard, who placed third in 
the field of a dozen or so can- 
didates in last month’s general 
election. 

But Bottoms has plans to take 
back the lead. Her supporters 
called in national Democratic 
Party figures including U.S. Sen. 
Kamala Harris, D-California, who 
will visit the city on Sunday to 
rally women to vote for her. Polit- 
ical operatives have hinted more 
could be on the way. 


Mayoral race continued on A& 


Dozens of murder 
suspects out on bond 


Fulton, DeKalb often 
release alleged killers 
before trial is held. 


By Joshua Sharpe 
joshua.sharpe@ajc.com 


Soloman Williams was afraid. 

Back in August, he and his wife 
and kids had just moved into a 
home in Union City, and Williams 
decided to upgrade the locks to 
make sure they’d be safe. He was 
in the middle of this task when 
an armed man tried to barge in 
and shot him dead. 


LIVING, D1 
Co-founder of Georgia 
Ensemble Theater dies 


Robert J. Farley’s death comes 
after he announced this spring 
that 2017-18 would be his last 
season with the GET. 


Now, Louisa Williams is afraid 
because a Fulton County judge 
allowed her husband’s alleged 
killer out of jail on bond. 

The move also touched off a 
feud between the local judiciary 
and District Attorney Paul How- 
ard, who called the decision to 
release Dexter Hubbard more 
risky “bond madness.” The chief 
magistrate, Cassandra Kirk, went 
on Channel 2 Action News to 
defend the decision. Hubbard, 
she said, hadn’t been indicted and 
lacked a felony criminal history. 


Out on bond continued on A7 
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